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	PARTNER ORGANISATION

	PIC
	937452621

	Full legal name  (National Language)
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato

	Full legal name  (Latin characters)
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato

	Acronym
	/

	National ID (if applicable)
	93448890728

	Department (if applicable)
	n/a

	Address (Street and number)
	Via A. Volta 32

	Country
	Italy

	Region
	Puglia

	P.O. Box
	(Torelli-Balducci)

	Post Code
	70033

	CEDEX
	n/a

	City
	Corato (BA)

	Website
	http://associazionebeyondborders.blogspot.it 

	Email
	associazionebeyondborders@gmail.com

	Telephone 1
	+393494279135

	Telephone 2
	/

	Fax
	n/a

	PROFILE

	Type of Organisation
	Non-governamental organization/association

	Is the partner organisation a public body?
	No

	Is the partner organisation a non-profit?
	Yes

	ACCREDITATION

	Has the organisation received any type of accreditation before submitting this application?
	Quality label for European Solidarity Corps: 

2019-1-IT03-ESC52-016959

	BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

	Please briefly present the partner organisation.
	Beyond Borders is a cultural association legally established in July 2014 in Puglia, Italy.

Aims:

Since the beginning, Beyond Borders pursued its defined objectives, such as:

- youth work;

- mobility of young people;

- promoting non-formal and intercultural learning;

- active citizenship;

- empowerment of youth;

- respect of Human Rights;

- promoting European culture;

- promoting social inclusion, solidarity;

Our main activities are highly linked to our objectives and they focus on youth and including them in active project development on different levels. Our work takes place in Puglia, but mainly in the two cities of Corato and Orta Nova.

Our core activities are divided into 3 pillars:

- Erasmus+ actions and international projects;

- local workshops;

- organizing Campaigns and Infodays aiming to promote our organization’s objectives;

Our activities are based on non-formal methodologies, increasing competence of young people, activating young people in society, stimulating creativity and growth of young people.

Ever since we have been growing, we are constantly adding and innovating our work, activities and project types, both on local and international level. Our main goal is facilitating youth mobility and, through this, promoting non-formal education and intercultural learning, Human Rights, active citizenship. 
Our main target group are young people living in our local area between 16 and 35 years old. In our activities we are providing opportunities and we are acting towards the empowerment and broadening perspectives of young people who can enrich their community by bringing back personal and professional development. We are focusing on enhancing their level of key competences and skills, especially for those with fewer opportunities. An important part of our Target Groups are young people facing obstacles and having to deal with fewer opportunities, coming from remote areas which are constantly facing geographical, educational, cultural and social obstacles, who have low chances of employability.

In 2016 Beyond Borders joined officially both the No Hate Speech Movement of the Council of Europe and the Coordinating Group of the No Hate Speech Italy, becoming active for the defence and respect of Human Rights online and offline. 

In the same year, we joined the Hate Fighters Network which is working internationally on the topics of the No Hate Speech and is officially recognized by Council of Europe. The Network is focused on contributing to the development of the capacities of youth workers and young people in the combat against hate speech through methodology of creative methods (photography, videography, graphics, dance, music, creative writing). Beyond Borders has implemented several activities on the No Hate topc, such as workshops and flash-mobs, spreading awareness among youth in the local area of Apulia.

Since 2018 our organization has been cooperating fully with the Nonprofit volunteering organization "Pro Loco" of Orta Nova, which is part of the UNPLI, Unione Nazionale Pro Loco d'Italia.

We started cooperating with the Pro Loco since we found that our needs and objectives are matching and aiming towards the same direction. We are sharing the goals of improving the quality of life in own local area, promoting the cultural, environmental and historical heritage. This cooperation has created a bridge which is allowing youth work and European culture to meet with the local values they are promoting, such as traditions, customs, products, and social and cultural issues.

Between 2015 and 2018 we have been partner with the University of Bari Aldo Moro. The agreement has provided academical traineeships for students during their Bachelor degree. Specifically, during this period we have hosted around 15 students enrolled in the class of Intercultural Mediation.

	What are the activities and experience of the organisation in the areas relevant for this application?
	Our experience in the Erasmus+ Programme started before the organization was been established, as our members and coordinator was already experienced in the field of International Youth Work. 

We have hosted Trainings and Youth Exchanges since 2014 in Italy, and our staff members have been working as facilitators and trainers for other organizations in Europe, often participating to Trainings.

As follows, the projects that we have organized as Coordinators:

- 2015: Erasmus+ Seminar KA1 “BEYOND – Rethinking Intercultural Learning” (Corato, Italy) – Topic: Intercultural Learning.

- 2016: Erasmus+ Youth Exchange KA1 “Indoeuropean Language Tree” (Orta Nova, Italy) – Topic: Multilingualism in Europe.

- 2017: Erasmus+ Youth Exchange KA1 “E.U. & Us” (Orta Nova, Italy) – Topic: European Citizenship.

- 2018: Erasmus+ Youth Exchange KA1 “From E.U. to You” (Orta Nova, Italy) – Topic: European Citizenship.

- 2019: Erasmus+ Youth Exchange KA1 “Not Just Another Graffiti on the Wall” (Orta Nova, Italy) – Topic: No Hate Speech, Tolerance, Creativity.

Meanwhile, we have been active partners in the following Erasmus+ KA2 projects: 

- 2017: “Play for Inclusion” (organizing of local sport events for the creation of inclusion opportunities for young people);

- 2019: “Hate Fighters in Action” (organizing of local workshops in order to equip young people to combat Hate Speech with creative methods and the Karl Popper debate);

We have been partners in European Youth Forum (Council of Europe) projects too: 

- 2016: “Hate Fighters Network Work Plan 2016” (organizing of local workshops in order to equip young people to combat Hate Speech with creative methods);

- 2019: “Hate Fighters Network Work Plan 2019” (strengthen the role of young people in peace-building activities and combat against hate speech);

Moreover, we are actively working as sending organization since 2014. We have already been partnering in several projects, letting a large number of youngsters from Italy and especially from our local community to take part in delegations in Youth Exchanges and take the chance to join Erasmus+ programme. Our Team members and leaders have participated in Training Courses and have grown their skills on various thematics of specialization.

For the future, we are seeking more opportunities for the organization to grow in order to create more opportunities for young people.

	What are the skills and expertise of key staff/persons involved in this application?
	Our team consists of several youth workers and youth leaders with various profiles, all experienced in non formal, informal and lifelong learning.

Elena Torelli and Rocco Di Corato, the two main coordinators of Beyond Borders, are Youth Workers and Facilitators. They have been developing and implementing international projects since 2014, working meanwhile for Beyond Borders and other organizations in Europe.

The skills and expertise of the people involved in the organization are related to:

- Intercultural learning 

- Human Rights

- Intercultural and Linguistic Communication and Mediation

- European Citizenship, European identity

- Youth participation, skills development and entrepreneurship

- Arts and Creativity

- Community development

- Conflict management

- Social inclusion 

- Volunteer Management

- NGO Management 

- Designing programmes

All have also a broad experience with coordinating projects, facilitating and implementing trainings and youth exchanges, communication with partners, selection of participants, organising and managing resources, preparation of participants for taking part in the projects, travel arrangements, assisting in logistic support and carrying out visibility and dissemination activities.

	Dissemination
	During and after the project we write on our social networks and share pictures in order to spread what is happening in the project.

After the project, participants write an article on their overall experience, their learning outcomes and their memories. 

We involve them in our public events in which they will talk to other people, have the opportunity to share their presentations about the project and their direct experience.

Then, it depends on the participants’ will, but they will be invited and encouraged in arranging seminars or meetings about the information learned throughout the project.

The target group will be students or young workers (or job seekers) that participate usually in our activities, everybody that is connected with our organization. We will involve university students associations, local associations and local writers/journalists in participating in our dissemination event. Participants will be asked to write an evaluation article and answer to some question about their feelings and what they learned in the project.
Moreover, we are open to every other method or way of disseminating your project!

	As partners, how we take care of participants
	When we work as sending organization, we write an article with all information we will receive on our Website/Blog, then share it on our social networks (Facebook page, Facebook groups, Twitter, Instagram, Whatsapp Broadcast List) where we are connected with thousands of people – Italians and Europeans. This will allow people that are interested in the project to connect with it and to apply in order to participate in it. Then we select youngsters that have the proper interest in the topic of the project. We select people that are the most interested and that show a deep curiosity about the topic, people that can really find useful the things that will learn in the project.

If people with fewer opportunities will show interest in the project and this could be a right answer to unlock their situation, they will be involved.

Usually we meet with the selected people before the travel, we create a WhatsApp group with the participants so they can receive all information, ask frequently questions and then, most important, meet with each other in order to arrange their trip together.



	LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE

	Title
	Miss

	Gender
	Female

	First Name
	Elena

	Family Name
	Torelli

	Department
	n/a

	Position
	President

	Email
	associazionebeyondborders@gmail.com

	Telephone 1
	+393494279135

	CONTACT PERSON

	Title
	Miss

	Gender
	Female

	First Name
	Rocco

	Family Name
	Di Corato

	Department
	n/a

	Position
	Contact Person

	Email
	associazionebeyondborders@gmail.com

	Telephone 1
	+393270096476

	Address
	Same as organization


	Has the organisation participated in a European Union granted project in the 3 years preceding this application?

	EU Programme
	Year
	Project Identification or Contact Number
	Applicant/beneficiary Name

	Erasmus+
	2014
	2014-3-IT03-KA105-004895
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato

	Erasmus+
	2016
	2016-1-IT03-KA105-008392
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato

	Erasmus+
	2016
	2016-3-IT03-KA105-010113
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato

	Erasmus+
	2017
	2017-3-IT03-KA105-012480
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato

	Erasmus+
	2018
	2018-3-IT03-KA105-014690
	Associazione Culturale Beyond Borders Corato


	City for Distance Calculator
	Corato, Puglia, Italy


